Dear CRMA Members,

On behalf of our Board of Directors, it is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome as we kick off another exciting
season of the Chicago Railroad Mechanical Association (“CRMA”). Founded in 1897, our association continues its
long-standing mission “For Exchange of Ideas on Railroad Locomotives and Cars.”

Why We Gather

CRMA exists to bring together professionals from the railroad, supplier and maintenance sectors to:
o Explore new product offerings and maintenance procedures
e Share practical experience, lessons learned and innovations
e Build relationships across the industry and broaden our perspectives

What You Can Expect This Season

e  Our monthly meetings run from November through May, offering a dinner-social hour followed by a
presentation and discussion.

o Topics will span locomotive and car mechanical systems, regulatory and rule updates, supplier
technologies, and real-world case studies.

¢ We’ll continue our scholarship program, supporting dependents of our members who are pursuing higher
education.

e Opportunities to connect, network and learn from peers and presenters—whether you’re a seasoned
veteran or new to the field.

Your Role in CRMA
As a member, you’re invited to:
e Attend and participate in our monthly meetings—your voice and experience strengthen our discussions.

e Share knowledge—through questions, commentary or even proposing topics/presenters for future
sessions.

e Engage with our community—connect with fellow members, suppliers and railroad professionals.

e Support our students—encourage eligible applicants for our scholarship program and consider how you
might contribute or mentor.

A Look Ahead

We are excited about the upcoming year and the value it will bring to each of you and to our industry community.
Whether you’ve been with us for years or are joining for the first time, your presence and participation make a
meaningful difference. We hope you find the meetings to be both informative and engaging, and that you leave
each session with insights you can apply in your role.

Thank you for your commitment to CRMA. We look forward to seeing you at our next gathering and working together
to make this season our best yet.

Warm regards,

CRMA
Chicago Railroad Mechanical Association
CRMA@thecrma.org



